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The Secret Princess Promise
“I promise that I will be kind and brave,
Using my magic to help and save,
Granting wishes and doing my best,
To make people smile and bring happiness.”
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Chapter One

Important News
“Reach to the sky, don’t look down. Life’s
a dance, so smile don’t frown!” Charlotte
Williams sang the words of her favourite
song while she and her best friend, Mia
Thompson, danced around her bedroom.
When the music reached the final chorus,
they let go of each other’s hands. As Mia
watched, Charlotte did a kick and then
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shook her hips like Alice De Silver, the pop
star who sang the song. Charlotte tried to do
a cartwheel but there wasn’t enough space in
her small bedroom so she finished by sliding
into the splits, holding her arms up high as
the music ended.
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Mia clapped, then collapsed on to
Charlotte’s bed, her long blonde hair fanning
out behind her on the pink duvet.
Charlotte grinned. “That was fun! Let’s
play that song again.”
“I’m puffed out!” panted Mia.
“No, you’re not.” Charlotte bounced on
to the bed beside her. She pulled at Mia’s
hands. “Come on! Dance with me. Pleeease!”
She widened her brown eyes.
Mia grinned and let herself be pulled up.
“OK! As long as the routine isn’t too tricky.”
“Cool! We could show it to our mums after
we’ve worked it out,” Charlotte said. Both
their mums were downstairs drinking tea.
They were good friends, too.
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“No way!” exclaimed Mia. Unlike
Charlotte, Mia was shy and hated being
the centre of attention. “I’m not a brilliant
dancer like you.”
“You are!” Charlotte insisted. “But how
about we just pretend there’s an audience.
We could be Alice De Silver’s backing
dancers!”
Mia was happy to do that! She had a big
imagination and loved making up stories
almost as much as she loved reading them.
Mia and Charlotte had known each other
ever since they were babies. When the girls
had been two, they had started at the local
playgroup together and after that they had
gone to the same school. Even though they
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were opposites in lots of ways, Charlotte and
Mia were best friends.
Charlotte did a handstand against the
wall, the ends of her brown
curls touching the floor.
Mia picked up the
CD case and looked
at the girl on the
cover. Alice De Silver
had shoulder-length,
wavy, strawberryblonde hair
with cool red
streaks. In
the photo on the
cover she was
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wearing a short silver skirt, silver platform
shoes and a red crop top. The album was
called Pop Princess. “I still can’t believe we
know a real live pop star,” she said dreamily.
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Charlotte dropped her legs to the ground
and stood up. “I know,” she agreed. “It’s so
weird to think that Alice used to babysit us,
isn’t it?”
Mia nodded. “I really miss her.”
“Me, too,” said Charlotte.
Alice’s parents lived next door to
Charlotte. Alice was eighteen and loved
singing. A year ago, when she was still plain
old Alice Silver, she’d won a TV talent
competition and become a pop star. Her
first song, ‘Friendship Is Forever’, had been
a huge hit all over the world. She lived
in London now and the girls didn’t see her
much, although she sometimes sent them
tickets for her concerts. She had always been
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like a big sister to them. The coolest big
sister in the world!
“Maybe if we work out a really good
routine we could video it and send it to her,”
Charlotte said. “I bet she’d like to see it.”
Mia pulled a funny face. “I’ve got an even
better idea,” she said. “You dance and I’ll
video you!”
“OK, but you have to help me work out
what to do.” Charlotte turned the music on
again. “Come on!”
They were just working out the opening
steps when Charlotte’s mum came into
the bedroom. She was carrying a tray with
a plate full of biscuits and two cartons of
apple juice.
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“Hi, girls. I thought you
might like a drink to go
with the cookies that Mia
made us. They’re really
delicious, Mia.”
“Thanks,” Mia said
shyly. She loved making
things for her friends
and family.
“Yum,” said
Charlotte, taking a bite.
“These are amazing!”
Her mum smiled. “You haven’t got much
longer, I’m afraid. Mia and her mum are
going home soon.”
“Awwwww,” said Charlotte. She gave her
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mum a hopeful look. “Can Mia sleep over?”
“Not tonight, sweetheart,” her mum said.
“Dad’s coming home early. We’ve got some
news to talk to you and your brothers about.”
“What news?” Charlotte asked curiously.
Her mum smiled, her cheeks dimpling just
like Charlotte’s did. “It’s a surprise.”
Charlotte gave Mia a puzzled look as her
mum left the room. “I wonder what it is?”
“Maybe you’re getting a pet?” said Mia.
She and her little sister had a cat, two
guinea pigs and lots of fish – but she really
wanted to get a dog. For her, that would be
the best surprise ever.
Charlotte shook her head. “I doubt it. The
twins are allergic to animals.”
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“Oh, yeah,” Mia said, with a sigh. She
helped herself to a biscuit and grinned.
“Maybe Alice sent your family tickets to her
next show.”
“That would be cool,” Charlotte said.
Grinning, she added, “But not as cool as
being on stage myself!” She jumped to her
feet, turned the music up and dragged Mia up
to perform their dance routine again.
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The girls danced until the song ended and
then landed in a giggly heap on the bed.
“Mia! It’s time to go home!” Mia’s mum
called up the stairs.
They went downstairs. Charlotte gave
Mia a hug goodbye and then went through
to the kitchen. “So, what’s the big news,
Mum?” she asked.
“I’ll tell you later when we’re all together.
Can you help me set the table for supper?
Dad’s bringing pizza home.”
“Yay!” Pizza was Charlotte’s favourite
food. She started to get the plates out. “Is it
about a holiday?”
“Not telling,” her mum said. Her eyes
sparkled. “But it is something exciting.”
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“Is it something to do with that job
interview you had the other day?” Charlotte
guessed.
“It might be, but you’ll just have to be
patient,” her mum said.
Charlotte sighed. She hated being patient
but she had no choice, as her mum refused to
say anything more.
At last Dad arrived home with two large
cardboard boxes filled with takeaway pizza.
Charlotte went to fetch her twin six-yearold brothers, Liam and Harvey, who were
playing computer games, as usual.
“We need to finish this game,” said Liam.
Charlotte’s brothers looked just like her, with
curly hair and dark skin. Liam had longer

23

SP_Bk1_MagicNecklace_I.indd 23

17/03/2016 12:57

The Magic Necklace

hair and Harvey’s was very short – and
sometimes that was the only way Charlotte
could tell them apart!
“Yeah, we’ve nearly made it to the next
level!” said Harvey.
“OK, but there’s takeaway pizza,” said
Charlotte. “And if you don’t come soon, I’ll
eat it all!”
“Pizza!” The two boys threw their game
controllers down and raced to the kitchen.
“Tuck in, everyone,” Dad said, as they all
sat down.
Charlotte took a slice of pepperoni pizza.
The cheese was all stringy just as she liked it.
“So, come on, Mum,” she said impatiently.
“What’s the news?”
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Her mum took a deep breath and grinned.
“Well, I have something really exciting to
tell you all. I’ve been offered a new job and
guess what?” She paused with a huge smile.
“It’s not in England, it’s in California. We’re
moving to America in six weeks’ time!”
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